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Learning Outcomes

▪ Understand the data landscape, the data lifecycle, and 

the limitations and opportunities of finding data.

▪ Explore strategies on how to access publicly available 

social science data and information.



WHAT IS DATA?



WHAT ARE STATISTICS?







Data Lifecycle

Source: DataOne, www.dataone.org/data-life-cycle



Data and Statistics Landscape

Publicly Available (free)

 Government information

 State and local information

 Websites (nonprofits, 

researchers, etc.)

Commercial ($$ & Restricted) 

 Electronic databases

 Business Information

-Market Research

-Company, Industry, and       

Financial Information



Central Public Libraries

▪ Los Angeles Central Library 

The Business and Economics    

Department

https://www.lapl.org/branches/central-

library/departments/business-economics

▪ New York Public Library

The Thomas Yoseloff Business  

Center at the Stavros Niarchos 

Foundation Library (SNFL)

https://www.nypl.org/locations/snfl/yoselo

ff-business



Government Agencies, usa.gov/agencies



How to use Google to find Government 

statistics, data and information?

Sample Searches:

▪ marriage equality site:.gov

▪ food desert filetype: pdf site:.gov

▪ allintitle:immigration site:.gov

▪ inurl: ageism site:.gov



Google Search:  wine production site:.gov



Federal Portal

data.gov



State Data Portals 

California

data.ca.gov



City Data Portals

data.lacity.org



Government Resources for Business 

and Economics
Census Business Surveys

• Small Business Pulse Survey

• Economic Census

• Annual Retail Trade Survey (ARTS)

• Service Annual Survey (SAS)

• Annual Wholesale Trade Survey (AWTS)

• Export Statistics

• Annual Survey of Entrepreneurs

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/surveyhelp/list-of-

surveys/business-surveys.html

Labor Statistics

• Bureau of Labor Statistics

-Current Employment Statistics

-Occupational Employment and 

Wage    Statistics

-Local Area Unemployment 

Statistics

• Federal Reserves of St Louis

-Federal Reserve Economic Data           

(FRED) fred.stlouisfed.org



Public Policy

▪ USASpending.gov



Education

▪ National Center for Education, https://nces.ed.gov/

-Digest of Education Statistics

▪ U.S. Department of Education: Data & Statistics, 

https://www.ed.gov



Questions
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